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'To all Miniſters and Teachers in Churches 

and Schools, Grace, Mercy, and Peace 
from Gon the Father, and our LORD + 
Jesus CnRIsT, in the Fellowſhip of 
the HoLy GnosT: FEE 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 


IVE me Leave, who am the leaſt of all the 
” Servants of JESUS CHRIST, for the Love 
herewith Gon hath loved us in his Son, to dedicate 
to you the following Treatiſe. For the I be the 
meane/ſt Member in the Spiritual Bad) of CnnisT 
made Partaker of the Life, Spirit, and power rei- 
ding in Him, as ever-bdicfſed Head. 1 
Thing herein conformable to the mind of our great 
Shepherd, and proceeding from the Eu- $ £—- 
Spirit, why fond it wot be readily veceivad?} if, 
after a true Spiritual Trial thereof, you any 
hing faulty or imperfect, com it to the Mercy 
44 — to correct in me by the gracious 
. — 
not offer this as a Piece of great ing. 
Indeed, the plain truth e 
natural Luſtre, and the leoft communication of his 
Power affecting the Heart, is infinitely mare valuable 
to me, than all the Learning E And my 
only beafting in the Lon p is this, that I have betalen 
N to that School wherein the higheſt Nimm is; 
o now 'Ja3us CnnIsr, and Him crucified. And 
tbe 1, who have ſcarce learned the f Elements 
"Y A 2 | thereof 


— preach ſo 


Arai me, | 0 | * 
Ay Soul hath been many Times grieved at the ap- 


parent Corruption, as of Men in general, ſo of our 
Order in particular ; 25 more Eſpecial 14 I 
faw that the Fear of Man is become the Epidemical 
Diftemper of our Teachers. l den I reflect on the 
one Hand, with what Spirit, with what Joy, with 
what undaunted - and Boldneſs the antient Ser- 


vantsof Gon ſet aſide all Regard of Man, and 


delivered as the Ambaſſaders of the LokD, their 
Meſſage fully and plainly, tha it expoſed them to the 
evident d of their Lives; and on the other, 
how gently and ſoftly we go about it now, and how 
little we manifeſt the Truth to the conſcience of every 
Man: when I moreover confidered, how much they 
fuffer'd with CHRIS their 
their Teſtimony; and how the maſt of us take Care to 
9/1] y, as not ta incur the leaſt ſhadow of 
their Sufferings: The Difference between us and them 
appear d 7 exceeding great, that I cou d not but be 
omi d at it. | 
Brethren, I ſpeak with Plainneſs and Simplicity. 
When our LoxD and Maſter was in this World, 
He was ſo far from deſiring the Riches, Honours, 
er Pleaſures of it, that He was indeed the poore/# 
and moſt deſpiſed among Men: entirely ſpending all 
the days of his Humiliation, in procuring our Salva- 
tion. And "tis He that tells us, Whoſoever doth 
not bear his Croſs and come after me cannot be 
my Diſciple. We therefore ought to be ſo many ſhi- 
ning Lights by our hearty Denial of all the Riches, 
Honours, and Pleaſures of this World; and by em- 
ng our Lives entirely, in the Aſſiſtance of our 
Neighbours. But if, on the Contrary, we ſeek 
Hirlah Things, then we rom our glorious 
Pattern; neither is there any Thing that dath more 


RD, for the ſake of 
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effeftually deprive us of the Bleſſing Gon fe 
our Calling. For ſure it is, the more we are con 
cern'd for Honour, Profit, or Eaſe, the leſs ſhall we 
be concern d to promote the Gaed of our Neighbour. 
And as long as our Minds are not wholly conformable 
to the Mind of our great Shepherd, it is impoſſible He 
ſhould be well pleas'd with us; for He trieth the 
Hearts and Reins. On the Contrary did we deſire 
nothing in the World, we ſhould not fear it. | 
Did we duly confider, that there is a Day before 
us when we wuſt give an Account to the great Biſhop 
7 our Souls, whether, according to his Example, we 
ave had nothing elſe in our Eye but the Saluation of 


Mankind, ſhould we not appiy our ſelves to our Duty 


with another Kind of Fervor than we have hitherto 
done? ſhould we not more effeftually clear our ſelves 
from all Suf} ician of either fearing or defiring any 
Thing in this World ? Should we not be more earneſt 
to admoniſh every one in particular? Should we not 
wreſile mere in our Prayers for them? Shauld we 
nat, as ſoon as any Good Defire appear d in any, 
more readily lend him our helping Hand, that the 
Spark of Grace might be blown up into a Flame? 
Should net aur c:ward Converſation be more holy, 
and conſequently more edifiging ? Verily, my Brethren, 
I fear we have Reaſon io be aſhamed, when we read 
what one faith, M Chriſtian ought to be ſo enkind- 
ed and all-flamirg with Divine Love, and both 
C inwardly and outwardly, {5 conformable to Gop, 
&© that when ever any one came to him, he might hear 
&« nething from him but GoD: And his Heart and 
% Mind ought to be /o fix d on him by burning Love, 

« and jo ready in all Things faithfully to obey his Mill, 
© that ſuch as viſited Lim, the with cold and luke- 
* warm Hearts might be heated, and ſet an Fire by 
bim As we ſee cold aud dead Corals are tindled, 
& when they are put to glowing ones.” ; 
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T have opened my Mouth, my Brethren, and ad- 

dreft you with the Simplicity of a Child, and am very 
willing to appear mean in your Eyes; only deſpiſe not 
the Truth, which is not mine, but my LorD's and 
Saviour's. I am not aſhamed to acknowledge that J 
count not my ſelf to have apprehended, or to be 
already perfect. But this I ſay ( s Conſcience bear- 
ing me witneſs in the Holy Ghejt, which alſo the Righ- 
teaus Judge will teſtify for me at the greut Day) that 
have found Grace in the Eyes of my Lord 10 
percieve my own Miſery, and the Narrow Way to / 
cape from it, all my Thoughts and Endeavours have 
been bent, in the Faithfulneſs of my Heart, to cont:- 
ume therein, to purſue it more eagerly Day by Day, 
and as far as poſſible to direct all Men to it. I nei- 
ther deſpiſe nor enuy any one of you that are of the 


fame Function with me. Nay, I know many among 


you to whom I think myſelf unworthy to de the meaneſt 
Service. But I know many likewiſe, whoſe Conver- 


fation is nat at ali conformable to the Pattern CHRIS 
| bath ſet us. And for theſe I heartily pray, that Gon 


would ſhew them the Things that belong to their eter- 
nal Peace. Neither is my Heart in the leaſt incens'd 
egainſt them that maſt unjuſtly flander and reproach 
me. But I cempaſſionate them, ſince we muſt all one 
Day appear before the ſame Fudge: For my Part I 
cannot call Black White, nor take him for a Follower 
of CaurIsT, and a Pattern of his Flock, in whim J 
nd nothing of the Mind that was in CHP15T. 

If any Thing has been 1 2 to me, it is this 
(wherem I heartily rejoice) that I have been made, 
the” in a very low Degree, Partakter of the Suffer- 
ings of CHRIST. And it is the greateſt Comfort 10 


me, that the Men of this World ſpeak all manner of 


Evil of me falſiy, loading me with Cenſures and Ac- 
cuſations. the Groundleſſneſs wheresf the LORD will 
{cover at that Day 


Let 


vi 
Let ns all, ny Brethren, think of this great 2 


and fo even our Accompts againſt it, that we may 
appear wit 2 and Confidence : Let us w gy 24 


2 but This only. 5 us drap 
Conteſt, and with — * Hands carry on = Work 
the LokRD, being heartily glad to ſee his Glory a 
vanced, be it by ourſelves or others. And I beſeech 
Gop from the Bottom of my Heart, to influen fluence you 
all with a rich Meaſure of 2 Holy Spirit, to ſancti- 
55 you to himf: 75 and to pour his — * Ng 

upon all your Planting and Watering ! The Spirit of 

ove and of Truth keep all your Hearts, and — them 
into the Fellowſhip of Ixsus CHRIST, who alone is 


able to give that true Peace, which the World cannot 
ive. 


OF. 26, 


. Auguſt Herm. Franck. 
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CHAP. L 
Of the Nature and Cauſes of the Fear of Man. 


HE Fear of Man, in Things pertain- 
= ing to Gop, is a moſt Heinous Vice, 
and a Kind of Idolatry, whereby we 
think, ſpeak, or do ſome Evil, or 
decline thinking, ſpeaking, or doing 
fome Good out of ſome fort of Conſideration of Men, 
or Apprehenſion of their Diſpleaſure. Now the more 
there is of this Fear ſtill cleaving to Believers, the more 
dangerous is the Condition of their Souls. 

The Cauſes hereof are either Internal or External: 

The Internal are chiefly theſe: 
1. Unbelief, which is the Root of all Vices. 

2. The Love of the World, and the Things of the 
World, and the want of Self denial; which makes us 
fear Men, wou'd prejudice us in our Reputation, Eſtate, 
or Eaſe, if we ſimply follow'd the Word of Gop, 
3. Falſe Humility, which is ſway d more by the 

Authority of Men, than by the Word of God, and 

prompts us to refer all Things to the Judgment of O- 

thers, as underſtanding them better than Ourſelves. 


4. An 
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4. An Eager Defire of Viſible Succeſs in all our 
CR whereas we ought to reſt ſatisfied with 


an Inward Viaory, that is, with having kept a good 


_  Confcience toward Gov. 


: Want of Experience in the Ways of Gov, which 
us hefirate in difficult Caſes, and indiſpoſes the 


Soul to rely upon Gov, fearing leſt he ſhould let us 


fail or miſcarry in them, or that it would be Preſum- 
E and Tempting of Gop, to caſt ourſelves whol- 
7 upon Him. This proceeds from our not having ſuf- 
ciently learn'd how dear they are to Gop that en- 
tirely truſt in Him; and what powerful Aſſiſtance He 
affords to accompliſh his own Work in them. 
6. Neglect of Prayer, which not only prevents our 


obtaining a full Conqueſt over the Fear of Man, but 


likewiſe drives us down farther, into the ſtream of Hy- 
pocriſy. 
The External Cauſes are chiefly theſe: 


1. The Tyranny of Men in Power, who under Pre- 


tence of preſerving the Publick Peace, fetter the Conſci- 
ences both of Teachers and Hearers. 

2. The forwardneſs of our Univerſities in dubbing 
of Hereticks: For they no ſooner percieve any break- 
ings forth of True Chriſtianity but. they are ſure, out 
of their great Zeal, to caſt a Slur upon it, by giving 
it an ill e. | 

3. The Examples and ſpecious Reaſonings of thoſe, 
who are bound down by — of Man. 

4. Wite and Children, that by their importunate 
Way of Arguing and Unbelieving Tattle and Cla- 
mour, weary out and overcome many. 

5. The Eſteem we have already gain'd in the 
World. Thoſe eſpecially who are in any eminent 
Poſt, find it hard to give up their darling Reputation, 
and ſuffer Reproach with the People of Gov. 

6. Too great intimacy with the Children of this 
World; Particularly, with Great and Honourable Men : 
who under Pretence of Hearty Love and Kindneſs, 
are always cautioning us, Not to venture too far. 


Laſtly, the Neglect of frequent Converfation with 


true Believers, who walk in the Power of Faith. 
| CHAP. 
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C HAP. II. Tg 
Of the Signs and Effects of the Fear of Man. 


r. FeaxruL Man is not eaſily convinced of the 
Truth; and though it be laid before him 
with the cleareſt Evidence, yet he ſtarts many Doubts 
and Scruples about it, left if he ſhould confeſs it too 
roundly, he ſhould be hated, perſecuted, or reputed a 
Heretick. | 

2 He is never ſo buſy in ſtarting Ohjections, as in 
Caſes that molt tend to the Glory of Go. 

3. When he is convinced of the Truth, he will not 
confeis it before Men: Or if he do, 'tis only amon 
the Lovers of Truth. But before the Enemies 3 
be conceals or denies it, or talks ſo dubioufly about it, 
as to leave them uncertain whether he believes it or 
no; at leaſt he takes Care fo to order his Words, as to 
be able to give them always a handſome Turn, and fo 
to come off without Trouble. If he lives in a Place 
where Truth is profeſs'd, he owns it open mouth'd: 
but if he comes to another Place, he finds many Difh- 
culties in the Point, ſo that he reſolves to halt between 
boch, and leave it undetermin'd. | 

4, When he fnds he cannot avoid owning the 
Truth, yet he takes Cate fo to limit and pinch it, that 
1t may appear tolerable even to the Enemies of Truth. 

5. A fearful Man will at laſt break out into an a- 
vowed Confeſiten of Truth: but it is when he finds 
himſelf well back d with Human Authority; that is. 
when a Perſon of unipotted reputation, and great 
Learning, hath aflerted the ſame before him. Ac- 
cordingly he i more careful to arm himſelf with a fine 
Trainot Human Teſtimonies, than with the Word of 
Gon itſelf; and thinks he has a Right ſo to do, be- 
cauſe he fees the chearſul Confeſſors of Truth have 
ſometimes flop'd the Mouths of their ſhameleſs Adver- 
ſaries with tuch Arguments. 


6. When 
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6. When ſome Good Work is to be done, he doth 
not undertake it with a ſimple reliance on the livi 


ide 


Gov: But when he finds good Patrons on his 8 


he at laſt ſets about it. Yet when he ſees the Storm 
ariſe, and the Waves beat, he gives Way, and fo looſes 
all he had gain'd. | | 
ways finds ſomething to blame in the Be- 


7. He 
haviour of faithful Labourers. Sometimes he fears, 
© they go too far.” Sometimes, finding nothing to 
tax in the Thing itſelf, he blames the Manner of do- 
ing it. When he finds nothing elſe to cavil at, he 
cries, the Work is not well timed: thus he always 
ſees ſome Fault; tho indeed there is none but his own 
Want of Faith. | | 

8. He is very apt to believe any falſe Reports againſt 


the faithful Children of Gop; and becauſe his own 


Heart fails, he is very forward in warning them to 


take Heed to them ſelves ; thus by his Prudence damp- | 


ing and ſtifling the Chearfulneſs of their Faith. 

9. He does not love that a Miniſter ſhould make too 

— and particular an Application of his Sermons, or 
too great Earneſtneſs in his Function, or profeſ- 
ſion of Chriſtianity. 

10. A fearful Man is eaſily moved to Envy; eſpe- 
cially when he ſees thoſe that are young acting chear- 
fully in Faith; and cries, That is none of his Buſi- 
* neſs, but muſt be left ro thoſe of more Knowledge 
« and Experience.” 


11. He either himſelf expoſes as Perſumptuous, 


Stubborn, Self-conceited, Proud and Phariſaical, thoſe 
who, with a free and Child-like Spirit, break thro” all 
Oppoſition : Or at leaft, fits on the Bench when they 
are thus condemn'd, and conſents to the unjuſt Sen- 
tence pronounced againſt them. 

12. A fearful Miniſter reproves common People 
boldly ; but when he is to ſpeak to Great and Honou- 
rable Perſons, his Mouth is gagg'd, 

13. The Pulpit is a fearful Preacher's Strong Hold: 
But when he is to ſpeak Face to Face, and to bear 
Witneſs to the Truth by ſaying, Thou art the 
Man,” then he is very ſupple and complaiſant. 


14. When 
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14. When he hears profane, looſe, or fooliſh Talk- 
ing, he his Tongue, and when it comes from Great 
Men, he graces it with a Smile. 

| 15. Above all Things, a Fearful Man cannot abide 
to be ſingular. | 2 

16. Sometimes he defires to do ſomething to the 
Glory of Gop ; but he ſoon confronts the Thought 
wick What will People ſay? And then fairly drops 
it. 

17. He cautiouſly ſhuns frequent and familiar Con- 
verſation with the Members of Caz1sT that are deſ - 
piſed by the World. Or if he be willing to converſe 
with them by Night ard in ſecret, yet he cares not to 
appear with them in Publick. He rather appoints ſome 
certain Place to meet them, where it may not be taken 
Notice of. 

18, A Fearful Preacher makes it his Buſineſs in his 
publick Diſcourſes, to bring in ſomething againſt En- 
thuſiaſm and Fanaticiſm ; and then he thinks he may 
venture to ſpeak the Truth: Which is true enough, For 
the World takes it for granted, That he means it as. 
they apprehend it, that is, as ſpoken againſt thoſe, on 
whom they falſely beſtow thoſe Names. 

19. A Fearful Man rejoiceth for a Time, while the 
Light of Truth ſhines upon him; but as ſoon as he is 
call'd to Account for it, he is ſore afraid, makes many 


Excuſes, and by all Manner of Shifts and Evaſions, en- 


deavours to extricate himſelf, and to get rid of the Suſ- 
picion of it. | 

20. Inſtead of reproving his Neighbour, he fays, 
* God is fo merciful, that he does not doubt but He 
will himſelf reclaim him in due Time. 


21. When he is to preſs the Inward Truth of Chri- 


flianity, he fays, © It is too high for them: If he 


is to enforce any Thing of Outward Behaviour, he ac- 


counts it a little Thing, or elſe ſays, We muſt not 
begin at outward Things 


[6] 
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ne 
Of the Miſchiefs cauſed by the Fear of Man. 


t. Mb Y. Thouſands of Souls are thereby kept 

back from a true Converſion: becauſe they dare 

not ſuffer the Knowledge of the Truth to ſhine upon 

them in its full Strength, but hold it impriſon'd, as it 
were, by manifold Shafts and Pretences 

2. Many who are already converted are hereby hin- 

dered from Growth in Holineſs : As they deprive them- 


| ſelves of many Opportunities (which they greatly need) 


to ſtrengthen edify themſelves in Gob, for this 
Fear makes them avoid the Converſation of thoſe who 
are moſt able to build them up in the Faith; and run 
into many other Sins againſt the Dictates of their own 
Conſcience. | 

Again, as a free and ready Confeſſion of the Truth, 
highly advances a Man in Faith and Love, fo the De- 


nying or Hiding it keeps him quite down, and hinders - 


him from attaining the Power of the Spirit. Many 
know not what Reaſon is, why they advance ſo 
Nowly in Spiritual Growth. It is plainly this, the Fear 
of Man, lurking within, eats out the Vigour and Acti- 
vity of the Life of Grace. Gop, 'tis certain, does in- 
finitely abound in Mercy, and would willingly every 
Day pour out new Bleſſings upon us. But a fearful Man 
13 not receptive of them He doth not act in Singleneſs 
of Heart. He dares not truſt Gov, and Gop therefore 
cannot fill him with the Fulneſs of his Graces. 
3. When Miniſters, in particular, are unable to over- 
come the Fear of Man, they grow dejected and heart- 
leſs in the Diſcharge of their Function, and ſcarce know 
themſelves what or how they ought to ſpeak. They 
become liſtleſs in all their Performances: So that the 
moſt excellent Gifts which Gop has beſtowed upon 
them, become altogether fruitleſs, and what Good 
might have been done is either never attempted or left 
un- 
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unfiniſhed. Indeed it cannot be expected that any one 
enſlaved to this Fear, ſhould ever by his cold Endea- 
vours, throughly reform any Abuſe of long Continu- 
ance. The Fear of Man is always for maintaining 
Cuſtoms : And while every one is afraid of Innovation, 
Abuſes are authoriz d more and more, and all Thing; 
proceed from bad to worſe. 

And tho” there were Two or more ſuch Miniſters in 
the ſame Place, they will perform nothing worthy of 
their Calling, Nay, the one hindreth the other from 
the faithful Diſcharge of his paſtoral Duty. Vea, it 
would be better for many to have for their Fellow-la- 
bourer, one that was Openly wicked, who might per- 
haps, by his Enormities, force the l'ruth from them, 
than a timerous Nicodemas, who by ſhuuning it himſelf, 
teaches them to ſhun the Light. | 

And ſuch as the Miniſter is, ſuch are commonly the 
Hearers. If he therefore be afraid, how will his Hear- 
ers be ever excited to a true Chearfulueſs of Faith? And 
thoſe of them, who, by the Grace of Gov, are freed 
from this baſe Bondage, can never have any Confidence 
in their Teacher, till he is diſengaged from that ſervile 
Spirit. Many Miniſters wonder why the true Children 
of Gop have ſo little Confidence in them: Not con- 
fidering this plain Reaſon of it, that their Flock never 
faw in them the leaſt Proof of a good Shepherd, who 
readily expoſes himſelf to any Sufferings, yea, lays down 
his Life for his Sheep. 

Such Servants as theſe God will not fail, in due 
Time, to crown with Succeſs. He will manifeſt his 
Glory in them, and make bare his Arm before them. 
But there i' nothing of all this, where Unbelief hath 
— Admittance, and where the Honour due to God 

rom and before all Men, is not undauntedly render'd 
to Him. For a fearful Man truſts Gop no farther than 
his own poor Reaſon carries him. When any Thing 
croſſes that, he preſently giveth Way; and therefore, 
wanting the Courage of a lively Faith, he can never be- 
hold the Glory of Gov. | 

4. When the Well-wiſhers to Religion ſee thoſe 
who know the Truth, or at leaſt ought to do ſo, back- 

B 2 v 


181 
ward in owning it, they are not a little incouraged to 
y the Hypocrite themſelves, inſtead of freely and 
ly avowing their Maſter. And it often happens, 
that by the Fearfulneſs of one Eminent Man, 'Thou- 


fands are infected with the Spirit of Hypocriſy and 


Diſſimulation. 

5. On the other Hand, when the Adverſaries of 
Truth, ſee them that love it, ſhun the Light, it ſtrength- 
ens them in their bad Cauſe, concluding that if they 
were in the Right, they would have no need to fear, 
And as, if you reſiſt the Devil, he will flee from you; 
fo the Reverſe is full as true. The more you fear, and 
give way to the Devil and his Inſtruments, the more 
will they purſue and preſs upon you. 


E. In a Word, The Fear of Man, is the General | 


Bane both of City and Country. Our Superiors would 
appoint Good Miniſters and Magiſtrates ; but they fear 
dalpleafing this or the other Man, or Set of Men. 
They who ſhould ſpeak when a wicked Miniſter is or- 
dained, or Officer recommended, hold their Tongues 
taro' Fear. In the Courts of Judicature, this Fear 
prevents Juſtice, condemns the Innocent, clears the 
Guilty, bereaves Widow and Orphans of their Right, 
and leaves the Injured and Oppreſt without Remedy. 
And what does it profit a Man who is himſelf a Slave 
to this Fear, that he is ſenſible of the General Corrup- 
tion? It only expoſes him to the more Pain. Being 
unwilling to break either with the World or Gop, he 
is Jook'd upon as an Unfaithful Steward by both; and 


ne endures far more Trouble and Anxiety, than the 


breaking thro* with a ready Preſence of Faith would 
have coſt him. He finds no Joyful, Filial Aſſurance 
in Prayer. The Word of Gov has no Reliſh with him. 
He never attains to the true Communion of Saints, and 
when he ſhould comfort and ſtrengthen others by ex- 
horting them in the Power of Gob, he rather drives 
them to Fear, and quenches the Holy Spirit m them. 
Thus he goes on without any Spiritual Experience, con- 
tenting bimfelf with the bare Letter and Shadows of 
Chriſtianity, and a few ſounding Words, but being in 
the mean Time void of Soul and Life, of Spirit aud 

| Power. 


n 


nous Evil, and accordingly to watch and pray, and 


491 
And ſo falling at laſt into a State of Carnal Se- 
— he carries others alſo along with him; often to 
the utter denying the Truth, and precipitating himſelf 
into final Deſtruction. 
e 599004; S90SISSTS2 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the Excuſes that are 2 made for the Fear of 


A ſoon as we begin with true Humility to acknow- 
ledge the Fear of Man, as a great and moſt hei- 


ſtrive againſt it, there is Rope we may overcome 

there are very few who will acknowledge it; the very 
molt and when charged therewith, labour to hide it 
with various Excuſes; ſome of which are fo 
that they blind the Eyes of many, fo that they approve 
their Conduct, and praiſe their Saying. 

1. © Should I act thus, I ſhould ſoon be called to an 
Account for it.” Well; but ſhould this hinder a 
faithful Servant from executing his Maſter's Orders with 
all Sincerity ? But I ſhall be put to Charges and Trou · 
ble, nay perhaps be turned out of my Livelihood.“ 


Perhaps not; Gop is well able to protect thee. But 


it Trouble do overtook thee, ſtill have Faith in God, 
and thou ſhalt not be a Loſer for his Sake. Gop isa 
faithful Lord and Matter. Be it only thy Care to be a 
faithful Servant. Whatever Thou loſeſt in his Cauſe, 
He will reitore it to thee an hundred Fold. Happy art 
thou when thou ſuffereſt for Conſcience-ſake. Though 
Man caſt thee off, God will take thee up. But if thou 
art unwilling to loſe thy Place for the Sake of a | 
— it is plain thou ſerveſt thy Belly, and not 

0D. | 

2. But J have a Wife and Children to take Care of. 
Hear then what thy Lozo faith unto thee. © He that 


© loveth Father or Mother, Son or Daughter, more 


than me, is not worthy of me. True it is, that he 
| = 7 W143 


Honour muſt not ſuffer one [ot under Pretence of pro- 
viding for thy Family. hou may ſt not, on that 


out of the Way of the Commandment to 

or to the Left. Thou muſt do neither 
if thou hadſt done: Only learn 
that meaneth, Seek ye the Kingdom of GoD and 
s Righteouſneſs, and all theſe Things Hall be added to 


But we muſt not pull down Sufferings upon our 


” 


3- 
«« own Heads, or wilfully run into them Neither 


mult thou be afraid of ſuffering : As long as this Flinch- 


ing from the Croſs is in thee, thy Faith is not right, 
When a good Thing cannot be done without ſuffering, 
thou art abſolutely bound to take it up. Tis better to 
faffer All Things, than to have an Evil Conſcience: 
Trouble not thyſelf, but do thou heartily the Will of 
Gop. He will not lay upon Thee more than Thou 
art able to bear. Thou repreſenteſt Things to thyſcif 
woeſe than indeed they now are. Thou art afraid of 

glorify the Lon Gop in thy Heart, and 


4. Why, we do what we can. Thou canſt not 
do any Thing of thyſelf; Cx 15T alone doth all that is 
Good in and by Thee. But who can boaſt that he does 
as much as the Spirit of CHRIST enables him to do? 
He that weighs alt Things well, muſt needs acknow- 
ledge, he cannot anſwer to Goo, for the many Thing: 
he hath omitted, which he might have overcome by 
the Power of Faith, and which will appear in Judgment 
againſt him. At the Beginning, very little appears 
poſſible; but if we go on boldly relying upon 8 
we ſhall find ourſelves fu in doing greatcr 


Things, ary able to do all Things thro CuzisT who 


Us. 

5. If ſuch as are leading Men, who ought to be 
Ti in good Undertakings, would but break 
* the Ice, we would readily follow them; but we 
don't care to be the firſt Beginners, as if we were 
better than them.” Do as a Servant that carries the 

| 'Torch 
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Torch before his Maſter, and yet does not think hin- 
ſelf better than his Maſter. The Kin of Gop did 
not come firſt to the Men of the firſt , or to them 
who made the greateſt Figure in the World. When 
thou art to receive thy Reward, wilt thou refuſe to re- 
ceive it, 'till thy Superior be paid firſt? In the King- 
dom of God there mult be no Diſpute about Precedeney. 
Let not therefore the Unbelief of others keep thee 
back in thy Race; —_— this, that if thou art 
convinced of the Truth, yet acteſt not accord- 
ing to thy Conviction. Gop will certainly puniih 
thy Diſobedience, though thou ſhouldit appeal to Pope 
or Emperor. 

6. * But I am no Miniſter, I have no Buſineſs 
© to take Care of Men's Souls. No! Art thou not 
a Chriſtian (though not a Miniſter) and is not the Buſi- 
neſs, the bounden Duty of every Chriſtian, to endea- 
vour to bring his Neighbour back into the right Way, 
whenever he ſees him wandering in Vice and Deluſion ? 
Is not every Chriſtian One anointed with the Spirit of 
Cunisr? who conſequently is bound to tread in his 
Steps, by making his whole Life one continued En- 
deavour to fave all Men from the Wrath to come? 
Thou mayſt not indeed take upon thee to adminiſter 
the Sacraments, to caſt out of the Church, or receive 
the Penitent into it again: theſe are the peculiar Offices 
of thoſe who are ſo call d of Gop as was Aaron: But 
thou muſt, at the Peril of thy Salvation, follow the Ex- 
ample of Car1sT as well as they. Thou, as well as they, 


muſt obſerve all the Laws of Go; eſpecially that of 


doing Good unto all Men. Spiritual Good above all; 
fince 'tis not to Minifters alone, but to all Men that He 
hath ſaid, Thu Halt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, 
and not ſuffer Sin upon him. 

7. However, we mult uſe Prudence. True; but 


there are two Sorts of it; One, that is from Above, 


the other from beneath. The former of theſe is unre- 
proveable, and a moſt precious Gift of the Moſt High. 
But that which is from Beneath hath the Appearance in- 
deed of Wiſdom, but is Earthly, Senſual, Deviliſh. 
Where the Fear of the Lond * the 

YES, 
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i out of y Good- will) not to 
venture too far. Then ſhe jumbles Light and Dark- 
neſs ; ſhe ſhifts and turns every Way to keep 
the Croſs from her Shoulders. She ſwims with the 
Stream, and cares not to converſe with thoſe who ſuffer 
Reproach for CRRISsT's Sake. She keeps on indeed 
the Appearance of Godlineſs as long as poſſible, and 
yet holdeth her Tongue where the Children of Gop 
are condemn'd ; nay, ſometimes joins in pronouncin 
their Sentence. She does much Evil that Good may 
come of it. But who is able to deſcribe all the Faces 
of this horrible Monfter which is come up out of the 
Bottomleſs Pit? "Tis true, we muſt uſe Prudence; 
but conſider well which Sort of Prudence thou wilt 
uſe. Yea ſet thyſelf before this Glaſs, that thou mayſt 
know by which of theſe thou halt ſquared thy Life and 
Actions hitherto. 

g. But we muſt ſtay a little; another Time may 
« do better: We may do more Good by a little Delay.” 
Where has Goo given thee Leave to delay till the next 
Moment, what may be done at this? To let flip any 
N ty, in order to reſerve thyſelf tor ſome more 

favourable Time? St. Paul bids us Redeem Time, or 
(more exactly according to the Greet) buy up every 
ity, #. e. lay hold of it, as ſoon as ever 
it offers. Reſerving thyſelf for a more convenient 
Seaſon, proceeds purely from falſe Prudence. This 
Reſerve accuſtoms thee to Hypocriſy ; it continually 
ſtrengthens the Fear from which it flows, and will hin- 


der thee from ever meeting with an Opportunity to exert 
the true Power of Faith. - 


9. * To undertake a Thing without being able to 
effect it, does more Hurt than Good; therefore tis 
te better, 
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1 better not to begin. | 
he Charge of buildin beginneſt to 
the Tower. But whence wilt thou procure the Charge? 


From thy own Ability? No; that can never reach it 


Begin thy Work with full Reliance upon 
draw thy Supplies from Almighty Goodneſs and Wil- 
dom, and by this Means thou wilt be enabled to ac- 
compliſh at his Coft, the Work once beg 8 
* 

hou 


un. 

Or if God, for Holy Reaſons ſhould not proſper 
Endeavours, it will be a Comfort to Thee that T 
haſt done thy Part; and thy Conſcience will be more 
eaſy, than if Thou haſt diſtruſted Gop, and ſo never 
ſet about it. Perhaps He trieth Thee hereby, and tho 
it has not ſucceeded now, it may at another Time. 
Perhaps thy very Endeavours may ſtir up many to an 
Imitation of thy Zeal. But if thou ſhouldit be diſap- 
pointed in all thy good Purpoſes, ſhouldft thou con- 
clude, That thy Work of Love had been in vain? 
Examine thyſelf, whether thy Defire of open Succeſs 
in all Things, be not the Effect of great Pride lurk- 
ing within? Be thou fatished with the Inward Victory, 
a true Chriſtian can never be deprived of, which con- 
ſis in thy continuing unwearied in the Patience of 
Hope. 

-— * But we can't do all at once. Thou un 
fitable Servant, ſhouldit Thou therefore bury thy Talent 
in a Napkin, and do nothing at all? Thou knowſt 
not what Thou canſt do, or rather, what Gop can do 
by thee. If thou wilt but lay aſide the Fear of Man, 


and ſet out boldly in his Strength, God is able to do 


for and by thee exceeding abundantly, above all that 
thou canſt aſk or think. 

11.“ However we ought to go fair and ſoftly to 
Work, and do what Good we can, confiderately and 
„by Degrees. y, this is ſomething indeed, If 
we could but perſuade the Devil to go fair and ſoftly 
too! But alas, he wwalketh about like a roaring Lian, 
ſeeking whom he may devour. What hait Thou then to 
do, but to re/i/t him ftedfaſt in the Faith, and to preſs on 
in the Power of the Holy Gb? The Devil laughs at 
all thy Fair and Softly : Give him but Time, and — 
v⸗/ 
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Will not loſe a Moment. And the Blood of thoſe 
| y 


w Soſtlineſs hath deſtroy d, will Gop require 
at thy Hands | 


12. „ But an Edge too ſharp is eaſily turn'd.” If 


you -would infer hence, That we ſhould not contend 
earneſtly for the Faith, that it is not always Good to 
zealoaſly affected in a good Thing; or that we may 
ſometimes hide our Zeal, wink at the Faults of our 
Neighbours, or otherwiſe diſſemble with them: This 
is all falſe Prudence; this is directly contrary to the 
Croſs of Cyrrsr. It is but juſt that we ſhew Love and 
Meekneſs toward all Men; eſpecially when we declare 
to them the overflowing Kindneſs of Gov. But at the 
fame Time we muſt uſe all poſſible Earneftneſs, leſt 
our Love be made a Cloak for Wickedneſs. And 
whenever we do not, Unbelief and the Fear of Man 
are at the Bottom of our Hearts; however we labour 
by theſe ſpecious Words to excuſe our being neither hot 
nor cold. | 

13. * But it is viſible what great Diſorders ariſe 
© when People are too forward. Tis very poſſible 
that young and unexperienced Chriſtians, may at firſt 
make ſome falſe Steps. And this Mote in their Eye, 
you preſently diſcern ; nay, and perhaps triumph over 
them. Take Heed to thyſelf: We ought to bear with 
the Faults of Beginners, with great Gentleneſs and 
compaſſionate Love: And if we think ourſelves more 
knowing than they, to fet them right in the Spirit of 


Eyes. There is a vaſt Difference between one that is 
ſtill Spiritually dead, and one that has recovered Life 
from Gov, tho' he is [till weak and incompaſt with In- 
firmity. Thou who art ſtronger, draw not back be- 
cauſe he is weak. Break Thou thyſelf thro' thoſe Im- 
pediments, which he could not, and ſhew Others by 
* Example, how to ſerve Gop with more Purity and 


14. 0 By too Declaration, we may hinder a 


pen a 
* Great deal of Good that otherwiſe might be done; 
nay, overturn all: whereas by a prudent concealing 
« of ourſelves, we may do a Great deal of Service.” 
This 


Meekneſs. But Gov looks not on Things with thy 
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This is nothing but another Piece of falſe Prudence; 
For though 'tis true that an Underſtanding Man finds 
a Time for Silence as well as for Speaking, yet a true 
Chriſtian ought to truſt in God, that He will fo far 
bleſs the Good he aims at, as that no other good Un- 


dertaking will be hindred by it. If thou haſt not this 


ſtedfaſt Confidence in Gov, the Devil will be fure to 
delude Thee at Pleaſure ; always 1 
Phantoms, as will make thee let go what thou halt in 
thy Hand, to catch at a Shadow. 

Tiis matter of Wonder that there are many, who 
tho' they can't name ſo much as one Man whom they 
have really converted to Gop, yet will not in any one 


Particular vigourouſly break thro' Oppoſition, ** for 


Fear of overturning All.“ All! why thou hadſt never 
yet built up any Thing, which can be overthrown. 


But if Gop hath done ſome Good by Thee already, 


then I doubt not but He will do more. There ſhall 
„% not any Man be able to ſtand before Thee all the 
% Days of thy Life.” * I Will not fail Thee nor for- 
« fake thee, is his Promiſe to thee and all his Servants. 
And with this Promiſe every true Servant of Gop, may 
bid Defiance to the World. Remember, to him that 
„ knoweth to do Good, and doth it not, to him it is 


Sin.“ Let us but follow this Rule with Singleneſs 


of Heart, and reſign to Gov the Care of what is to 
come. For no good can ever be better advanced, than 
when one Wedge drives another, and we daily grow 
more bold, in heartily promoting the Cauſe of Cnaisr, 
and the Good of his Church. 

15.“ But we muſt have a Care of getting an Ill 
% Name: For then we ſhould do no Good at all:“ 
This is the grand Excuſe for the Fear of Man, and it 
is at the Bottom of almoſt all the reſt. This is 


what the Men of Prudence never fail to urge in their 


Defence ; and in this they ſuppoſe themſelves impreg- 
nable. If I get an IIl Name, I can do no Good. 
Haſt Thou learnt this in the Word of Gov? Hath 


CurtsT taught Thee this? Saith he not, Bleſſed are Te 


when Men ſpall hate you, and when they ſhall Jeparate you 


from their Company; Yea when they ſhall reproach — 
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and caft out your Name as Evil, fir the Son of Man's 
A "Babel your Reward is great in Heaven ; for in 
Nie manner did their Fathers unto the Prophets. Woe unto 
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! Men there- 
of CurisT is an Hindrance 
to the Courſe of the Goſpel, is a true Fetch of the De- 
vil's, by which he endeavours to make void the Croſs 
of Tunis r: Whereas, on the contrary, every one of 
us muſt moſt certainly believe that he can do nothing 
at all to the Purpoſe, ſo long as he refuſes to wear the 
6 of ChatsT. 
E + Tes; thou thinkeſt in thy Heart, by my being re- 
E * ſerved, and not expoſing myſelf, ſome may be won.” 
Thou wilt only make Hypocrites like thyſelf; Men that 
are vainly puffed up by a little Knowledge, and yet a- 
ſhamed of Chars and his Word, and unwilling to 
any Perſecution for the Croſs of Carisr. But 
if once thou canſt reſolve, with unſhaken Preſence of 
Mind, to break looſe from the Bondage of Fearfulneſs, 
and thas to evidence thy Faith, by taking on thee the | 
of Curtsr, ou Others waxing confident by 
thy * will be the more embolden d to ſpeak with- 
out Fear. 


„ But we muſt not expoſe ourſelves: We muſt 
* not ſuffer ourſelves to be made Fools of by others.” 
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we muſt not be conform'd to the 
mes to all Men,” as St. 
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There is no 
covers the Fear of Man than this; 
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* that above all Things thou diſpatch 
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Now w 


hen Go is pleaſed to ſend forth faithful Wir- 


neſſes of his Truth, to awaken Men out of their Spiri 


tual Slumber, then is the Devil moſt buſy to ſecond this 
Security with the Fear of Man; one fearing this, ano- 
ther that, ſo that both together choak the Truth of 
God in the Heart. The beſt Advice that can be given 
to a Man in this Caſe is, that he throughly ſearch into 
his own Condition, according to the Tenour of the 
Word of Gop, that he may not be deluded with vain 
Hopes. By this Means he may come to a full Aſſu- 


 rance of the State of his Soul, and feel the Spirit of 


Gop wi with his Spirit, that he is a Child of 
Gop: But till he will thus fearch into the Bottom of 
his Heart, he cannot be freed from this Fear. Nor will 
he be able to make a right Uſe of any Means at all that 
may be offer d him: without the Power of the 
Holy Gb, which till then he cannot have, a Man will 
£2 * Gop only in all his Actions: 

till he this, it is impoſſible he ſhould diſcharge 
his Duty without the Fear of Man. 

2. As the Want of Self-denial is One of the chief 
Cauſes of the Fear of Man, it will be abſolutely necef- 
fary, in order to the ſubduing it, to labour after a true 
n | 
the Loſs of our Eaſe, or „ or Honour, or Great- 
neſs in the World, ſo long we ſhall be loath, by a cloſe 
following the Steps of our Loud, to incur the D- 


| pleaſure of Men; till, therefore, a Man mc 


* bimfelf, he cannot be his Diſciple.”” But when once 
we ſcek no Honour, but what cometh from Gov, non 
C32: 
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ever is really Good, muſt ſpring up under the 


World, this idle Dream, this 


TY i 
1201 
neee, bat that of doing his Will, we thall fad 
it eaſy; to confeſs the Truth, with Undauateduels, both 


in Word and Deed. 

— © Lethimthen, who will come after Cunzor, deny 
* > and unde up bis daily, and follow Hin. 

And be that begins to be a in this, will find 


— +. of itſelf. — 9 
Men? Por no other R but becauſe we are afraid 
of the Croſs. And why do we fear the Croſs? Becauſe 
we underſtand not the infinite Good that lies hid in it. 
Becauſe we apprehend not, that ſince the Fall, what- 


Croſs. 

. And that we may never be weary of bearing it, 

or in our Minds, we ſhould fre — 5 
meditate on the Vanity, and even Nothingnefs of this 
Shadow; on the 
Nothingneſs of Man himſelf; a Worm, a Vapour, a 
Leaf driven by the Wind; even in his beſt Eſtate, 
walking in a vain Shew, and diſquieting himſe!f in vain; 
on the glorious Majeſty of the 1 Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, and the unſpeakable Joys that are 


at his Right Hand for evermore; on the ſeveral De- 
— — which ſhall be proportion d to our 
vesal 


of Obedience; and in particular, on the 

Mighty — annex d to the Denial of ourſelves, and 
chearful taking up our Croſs. 

4. The Servants of Carnisr find this alſo a fare 

Means to eonquer, when they are affaulted by the Fear 


of Man, to enter immediately into deep Meditation on 


the bitter Paſſion of our Loan. This is the Antidote 
which St. Peter preſcribes, Bela ved, think it not ftrange, 


concerning the fiery Trial, which is to try every one of 
Yau; but riguice, inaſmuch as Ve are made Partakers of 


the Sufferings of Car1sT.. Eph. iv. 12.-— And ſo St. 
Paul, Confider Him, that endured ſuch Contradifion of 


Sinners againſt Himſelf. And again, We always bear 
about in the Body the Dying of the Lord Jesus, that 
the _— of Him „** mani faſt in our mor- 


tal Body 
poſtolick Mind, which few ap- 


prehend; bus thoſe who do apprehend and obtain is 
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the 
— between what Cuz1sT hath ſuffer d, and what 
ye ſuffer. Conſider what Proportion there is between 


the Two; for fue ix is, if you will be his Followers, 


you muſt be ever determined and prepared to refit even 


he always had in his Eye was, To know Cnnrsr, and 
the Poxver of his Neſurrectiam, and the Fellozwofhip of bis 

ings, being made conformable unto his Death. And 
St. Peter from the ſame Ground, faith, FF auen ye db 
well, and ſuffer for is, ye take it patiently, this is actept- 
able with GOD. Far even hereunto were ye called; be- 
cauſe CRIs T alſo ſuffered for us, leaving ns an Example, 
that wwe Han follow his Stops. Carr himſelf alſo 
gives us the ſame Inſtruction: Remember the Word 
which I ſaid unto you, The Servant is not greater . than 
bis Lord. If they haue per ſacuted me, they wwill alſo per- 
fſecute you; wheretore, if any Man would in good Ear- 
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Victory, which you will never be able to ob. 
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odtain by human Weapons, fuck 2+ Wit and Leart- 


W Indeed, not cnly the Wings of the Are 


the End ; but Heaven and Earth, yea, and all the Crea- 
tures of God, would aſſiſt us, would we conſider them 
Heart. Doth _—— 4 


to 
Light, that a Man by Faith becomes the 


ſerable of all Creatures. 

11. Stand faſt therefore, as becomes thoſe to whom 
are made all thoſe glorious Declarations; 7+ are a cho- 
ſen Generation, a Royal Priefthood, an Holy Nation, 4 
geculiar People ; which plainly alludes to Exadusxix- 34. 
where we find theſe emphatical of Gon, 
Ye have ſeen what 1 did unto the Egyptians, and how I 
bare you on Eagles Wings, and brought you to Myſelf. — 
New tho re, of ye wwiil obey my Voice indeed, and 

ye ſhall be a pecuiiar Treaſure unto 

| Sr Kod. For all the Earth is mine: And ye 
Hall be a Kingdom of Priefls, and an bey Nation. 

Now, not only Hrael after the Fleſh, but all the 
People of Gon have a Right to lay Claim to, and 
comfort themſelves with all theſe his glorious Promiſes . 
And to what Purpoſe did He make them? Was it not 
to aſſure all his Servants, that none, how powerful ſo- 
ever, ſhould be able to hurt them, as long as they con- 
tinued faithful to his Covenant? Nor is it poſlible for 
the whole World to hurt one that entirely relies on his 
Promiſes. For he who truſts in Goo, doth by this Faith 
ſo unite himſelf to the Power of the living Goo, that 
thereby he becomes much ſtronger than the whole World. 
whether viſible or inviſible. 


not only all Holy Writ, from the Beginning thereof to 


T and by Unbelief the moſt baſe and mi- 
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the Death and Blood of the Son of Gov. J=suvs Cunrsr 
abe facthful Witneſs, the firft-begotten from the Dead, and 
-the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, bath 
avajbed us from our Sins in his own Blood and 
us Kings and Priefts unto Gov and his Father. 
Chriſtian then demonſtrate himſelf to be one 
Royal Prieſta, by n 
a true Chearfulneſs of Faith, which is willing to gi 
to all, without Reſpect of Perſons ; dy fighting ms 
he Battles of the Load, and preſſing on for 

of his high Calling! 

* Let every one that hath by > = 
nounce the Devil and all his Works, dedicate 
himſelf to the Service of the Lonp of Hoſts: Let him 
Ceeply conſider, J 
with how great a Monarch who indeed is the only Poten- 
— 2 — and no more 
Jar ohem which Kill the | i 


a — He dxuelleth in the Se- 
High; he abideth in the Shadow of the Al- 


this Combat by his own Strength ; 
p. gear rg delivering 
him, will aum him with — . — 
him, as He did unto Tofbua, I Twill never leave thee nor 
forſake thee. Hue not 1 commanded thee? Be ftrong, 
and of good Courage; be not afraid; neither be thou di/- 


may'd: For 2 thy Goo #s with thee , whither/o- 
ever thou goeft. 
daily in the Spirit of thy 


In fine, renew thyſelf 
Mind, moe Libend Wotton: Sue Wen 
of Gov. Stir up thyſelf in Prayer, and en 
thyſelf with the Company of other faithful Chrilt : 
Since where Neve or three are together in his Name, 
there is Custer in the of them. Thou oughteſt 
to fir wp the Gift of Gon, the Child-like Spi- 
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Ae over it, that i may bring forth its Fraſt in 
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Fi 
' 


it is the Fear of Gov, Bead 
Man Spi- 
there the dwells 


of 
4 


rts itſ „that i 
the Fleſh to boaſt. nn 
is no true Faith, without Holineſs of Heart and 


of 


long, be the 
8 
Working by Love. By Faith a Man 
by a Servant of all. 
| By Faith he i a King ; but by Love, a Spiritual 


bs 


wet Lordi. in Cunts r's 
doth not abide in Love, but is frayed by 
, Hatred, -— 3 dandy and 


in Bitterneſs, he muſt not pret 
or m 
3 And tho' he may have had ſome 
+ of it before, it is now corrupted and loſt. 'There- 
fore in this Caſe, a Man ought firſt to humble himſelf 


5. To keep up this Boldneſs, we muſt continue in 
Prayer, and in Child-like Communion with Gop: For 


in 

by this, the Mind is beft guarded from vain Excurſions, 
and inſpired with Meeknefs towards all Men. And 
whoever, by humble, fervent, and conſtant Prayer, la- 
urs after a ſtricter Union with Cop, will not only be 
fortified againſt all Precipicancy and Haſtineſs of Spirit. 


% . dut alſo againſt tempting God, of which Men of little 
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1301 
6. Neither doth this Boldnefs of Faith at all interfere 


himſelf more and more, and is always ready to ſubmit 
to all Men. For where Humility is, the Enemy finds no 
room for his moſt Temptations. 

7. Let us then continually join the Exerciſe of daily Re- 
pentance, the Denial of ourſelves and of our own Wills, of 
true Humility, Obedience, Submuſſion, Prayer, of the 
Meekneſs Patience of Car1sT, of Love for 
our Brethren, and Compaſſion for their Failings, and all 
other Virtues that flow from the Wiſdom which com- 
eth from above: Let us, 1 fay, join and knit all theſe 
together with the Chearful Exerciſe of Faith and Truſt 
in Goo. Let us excite one another, with comfortable 
Words, to caſt ofi all Fear of Man. Whereſoever 
Gov hath wrought a good Will, let us take Heed of 
— 2 it in ary of the leaſt Members of Cunaisr: 
But let us cheriſh it by the Word of the Goſpel; and 
by the Rules of true Chriſtian Diſcretion, keep it with- 
in ſuch Bounds, as may bring it to a fuller and more 
ſubſtantial Maturity. | 
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every one to follow the Faith 
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CHAP. Vn 


Now becauſe Faith, tho' it be ſo hi 


1217 
ri 2 


f 
a 
1 
12 
il 


111115 115112 11411 


. 
** Er — 
TORS 


.f. DD (( S232 a? 


* 


teacheth, That all che Good 
gut in the Word by Man, was 
— Na, 2 Men are i united to God, that 
l to them. Wherefore it is highly 
with * Plainneſs and Earneftneſs, to repre- 
not only to the World, but to the Children of 
» too, that Faith is ſomething far more glorious than 
e conceive or expreſs; for till a Man is ſen- 
eo this, he is utterly analfle to comprehend what 
1 Treaſure it brings with it. But when 
tte he comes to know that it is the Subſtance, rar, 
| the Ground and Bottom of Things hoped for, whereon, 
an immoveable Foundation, All the Ineoaceivable 
"Goods we hope for, do reſt, and an „e, or con- 
vincing Evidence and Teſtimony of the Spirit, which 
aſſures us beyond all doubt of Things not teen: | fay, 
where Faith is thus known and felt in a Man's Heart, 
then he fees the Advantage of that Faith which over- 
cometh All Fear of Man, and is of fo large a Compaſs, 
us to contain All, and more than All we can aſk or think. 
Far then he Eſeavers, that it is Faith which delivers 
'2 Man from all Evil of Soul and Body, and on the other 
Hand, puts him in Poſſeſſion of Sovereign Bliſs, and 
Alls bim with the Fulneſs of Gop: Yea, and that when- 
ever (either in the Old or New Tettament) He would 
perform any Thing Great and Glorious, He hath always 
employ'd } thoſe whom Faith had ſet free from the ſlaviſh 
Fear of Man: A ſingle Man, ſetting aſide the Fear of 
Fleſh and Blood, and going forth in the Name of the 
Living Gop, hath frequently ſaved a whole Nation. 
And what was more remarkable in the Apoitles, at their 
— to preach the Goſpel, than their great Bold- 
at which the High-Prieft, Scribes and Elders ſtood 
amazed? And for this Reaſon they are ſet before us as 
Examples, teaching by the Victory of their Faith, to 
confeſs CHRIST before All Men without Fear, and bear 
"his Croſs, that we my partake of his Glory! 
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